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Abstract

The present study examined the current status of (and challenges in) social-work practicum
hosting systems after the introduction in 2021 of a new curriculum, using a web-based survey of
practicum-hosting facilities in Niigata Prefecture. Of the 202 contacted facilities registered with N
University, 80 responded to the questionnaire. The results revealed that while accepting practicum
students is viewed favorably as “one of the roles of welfare facilities” and “a contribution to human
resource development,” significant challenges were also identified, including a shortage of practicum
supervisors, difficulty in arranging times for the supervision, and/or the burden of designing
practicum programs in collaboration and coordination with the students’ institutions. In addition,
although facilities were able to train the students in basic interpersonal assistance techniques such
as interprofessional collaboration and professional ethics, they reported it much more difficult to deal
with resource development and practice-based understanding. Based on these results, improving
the quality of practicum education will require strengthening collaboration with the students’ home
institutions, as well as expanding support systems for practicum supervisors. In particular, many
facilities have only a single practicum supervisor with no one to consult with and a heavy workload;
these facts, together with Niigata Prefecture's regional particularities influencing the facilities in
each region, create a necessity for better networks between practicum-hosting facilities of similar
types and/or located in the same regional areas.
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A Methodological Study of Active Learning Using Generative Al
in “Principles of Early Childhood Care and Education™
Toward Instructional Design that Promotes the Visualization
of Childcare Perspectives and Reflective Dialogue
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Faculty of Child Education, Department of Child Education, Nagoya Aoi University
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Abstract

This paper is a research material presenting a model for designing active learning in Principles
of Early Childhood Care and Education by positioning generative Al as a "medium for thinking."
Although a core course in early childhood teacher training, this subject tends to be received as
material for rote memorization, and connecting that knowledge to the formation of views on
childcare, children, and the educator has long been a challenge. Drawing on theories of deep active
learning and reflective practice, the paper presents a five-stage model in which Al-generated
explanations and scenarios serve as a medium for students to critically interpret content and
articulate their own views: (1) have AI explain a childcare concept, (2) read the Al's response
critically, (3) have AI generate a childcare scenario, (4) dialogue with AI about one's own view of
childcare, and (5) examine the limits of AL It also specifies the instructor's support at each stage and
cautions concerning Al errors and bias, the handling of personal information, and the attribution of
Al-generated text. Positioning generative Al not as an "answer-producing device" but as a "medium
that opens inquiry"' may foster reflective, dialogic learning beyond rote knowledge transfer. This
paper is not an empirical study; validation of the model remains a task for future work.

Key words

Generative Al Principles of Early Childhood Care and Education; Active Learning;
Views on Childcare; Reflective Dialogue
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