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Role of Individualized Teaching Plans in Early Childhood Education
and Care from the Perspective of Special Needs Education
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Psychology and Child Development, Niigata Seiryo University
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Abstract

Based on previous research and official documents, this study overviews the institutional
positioning and introduction of individualized teaching plans in early childhood education and care.
In addition, it explores the challenges in creating these plans and proposing solutions. Creating
individualized teaching plans needs a fundamental approach to education through the environment,
identifying individual developmental issues within the group, understanding individual differences
in development, gaining parental understanding, and assessing various forms of childcare and
environments according to developmental stages to understand disabilities and educational needs.
However, specific methodologies have not been clearly defined and examining comprehensive
perspectives and recording methods remains challenging. Therefore, it is necessary to establish
methods for designing individualized teaching plans that align with the learning needs of early
childhood and to develop effective training programs aimed at enhancing the expertise of
caregivers. Early childhood education and care are conducted under a common curriculum; no
special curriculum has been formulated. Consequently, it is necessary to identify children with
special educational needs and those who require individualized teaching plans. Considering insights
from Japan and other countries in the future is essential.

Key words

individualized teaching plan, children with special needs, special needs education, early childhood
education, early childhood care and education
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The Relationship of the Rhythm (Number of Syllables)
in the Lyrics of Japanese Children’s Songs, to their Musical Beat:
How are these Influenced by the Structure of Traditional Japanese Poetic Phrasing?

Yuko Watanabe

Department of Child Development, Faculty of Social Welfare,
Psychology and Child Development, Niigata Seiryo University

g5

H ARSI 2 55 OTEADS, HERFHEL THRONLTWE T &b 0k (BIRRPERE) 152 Tw
LEEIZONWT, BEND) AL (FHH) EEOMEDOERDSEE 72, (B FHK OB A
LT, WEHORMHEG L EONTmr EARICB E, B, A0 THRTOEGV] 12
TAHIEESE L LT,

MRELT UTO2H8HEI R o720 OHAD TS OHIZIE, HEDOFEOEHN L FIED
)AL (FEHE) A FEROMEMEEA - TlEbRTWAEZ &, QEEDOMTH->TH, B
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Abstract

This study examines the influence of traditional Japanese poetry on the children's songs and
nursery rhymes currently in use in childcare settings in Japan, with respect to the relationship
between the word rhythm (ie. number of syllables) and the beat of musical line. My framework
for analyzing traditional Japanese poetry, involved Nobuhiko Sakano's “7-5-Rhythm” theory and
Sadanori Bekku's “Four-Beat” theory, with a particular focus on Tomoyuki Suzuki's use of their
ideas in his own analysis of Japanese metrical literature.

My research uncovered that:1) In Japanese children's songs, the rhythm (ie. number of syllables)
of the traditional words in the lyrics is closely related to the musical beats, and 2) even in songs
created in more recent years, the words nevertheless adhere to traditional rhythms, and even when
some words are used in non-traditional ways, the lyrics still broadly retain their overarching four-
beat structure, with the musical beat reflecting this structure as well.

Key words
Japanese children's songs, number of syllables, word rhythm, musical beat, Nobuhiko Sakano,
“7-5-Rhythm” theory, Sadanori Bekku,” Four-Beat™ theory
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A study that examines the challenges and backgrounds of professionals
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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the challenges faced by foster home staff in providing aftercare support
and the factors underlying these challenges. We interviewed five staff members primarily in charge
of aftercare, and inquired about their support methods, content, and problems in providing aftercare
for children who had been discharged from foster homes. Based on the obtained data, seven
scholars held discussions and prepared verbatim records. Based on verbatim records, we generated
constructs and categorized the possible factors underlying the issues and problems that occur
in aftercare at children's homes. Consequently, 47 constructs were extracted and classified into
three major categories. It clarified that no single factor causes difficulties in aftercare for existing
residents, rather multiple potential problems stem from the relationship between staff and existing
residents. In the future, it will be necessary to further examine these results theoretically, including
a return trip to the field.

Key words
Child welfare institution, aftercare in social care
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Abstract

This study examines the significance of the assignment system adopted in infant care from the
perspective of the changes in the Guidelines for Nursery Care and Education for Day Nurseries. It
obtains fundamental feedback from the childcare field. The study focused on minutes, summaries,
and materials from the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare' s Social Security Council, Child
Committee, and Nursery Care Specialist Subcommittee, particularly examining sections related to
the assignment system.

Consequently, the fundamental knowledge obtained as feedback in the childcare field includes: 1)
In infant care, the assignment system is indispensable for ensuring children’ s sense of security,
as it is based on responsive interactions with specific caregivers. 2) In practicing the assignment
system, caregivers must share a flexible perspective that considers the individual circumstances
of each child, ensuring a secure living environment and promoting healthy physical and mental
growth. Additionally, the assignment system supports children in the nursery and connects to child-
rearing support at home.

Key words

Charge system, infant care, responsive involvement, revision of the Guidelines for Nursery Care at
Day Nursery
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Nursing care for patients with severe motor and intellectual disabilities
during their transition from pediatric to adult medical care
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the current situation of nursing care and practice for
patients with severe motor and intellectual disabilities during their transition from pediatric to adult
medical care and to determine the implications for better transitional medical care. Semi-structured
interviews were conducted with six nurses who had experience in nursing practice for patients with
severe motor and intellectual disabilities during their transition from pediatric to adult medical care.
The results were analyzed by using a qualitative synthesis method (KJ method) and integrated
into six final labels. The labels extracted were: “Nurses feeling of difficulty: incompatibility
between care adhered to by the patient’s family and professional care,” “Nursing care utilizing
nurses expertise: nursing care that lessens the family's persistence,” “Nursing care that gets back
to the basics of nursing: communities’ awareness and strength of will to accept nursing care,”
“Best medical care and requirements for transitional medical care: roles played by governments
to enable information integration in the entire community,” “Training of inexperienced nurses:
development of systems for the learning of individualized nursing care broadly to address individual
patients’ lives and needs,” and “Readiness for transition of care at an early stage: development
of a consultation system for both patients’ families and doctors.” Important challenges are the
development of an information-sharing system and the provision of transitional medical care for
children and adults with severe motor and intellectual disabilities with the support of the entire
community. These solutions need to be based on the training of inexperienced nurses and readiness
for the transition of care at an early stage.

Key words

Children and adults with severe motor and intellectual disabilities, transitional medical care, family,
nursing care, challenge
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