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Practice and Evaluation of Hikikomori Family Study Session
~Explore the effectiveness of the program using a rubric~
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Abstract

This study targeted a model group of the parents of children in Hikikomori state (the individual) recruited in A
prefecture. The purpose is to practice a family support program aiming to enable such parents to respond to the
individual in an understanding manner in order to explore the effectiveness of the program and create a rubric
that will serve as the evaluation criteria. Thirteen parents (six males and seven females) participated in the family
classes, which were conducted six times. The results of the rubric evaluation established the effectiveness of the
program with likely influences of the following three factors. (1) The focus on mutual exchange and narration of
experiences through dialogue between members, which is a central element of the self-help group, was effective.
(2) The use of the rubric allowed elaborating on the complex qualitative changes in each participant, further
enhancing the inter-subjectivity of evaluators and avoiding the risk of erroneous judgments. (3) One factor that
may not lead to an understanding response of parents is that they have difficulty communicating with their
children.
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Expertise in Early Childhood Care and Education as Perceived
by Nursery teachers: An Examination from Focus Group
Interviews with childcare providers at the same school

Yuki Saito? Takumi Mori?

1) NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY, FACULTY OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY,
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE
2) HOSEN COLLEGE OF CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

£

AHFZEIE. REBGOREZOFEMEORZ . KOFMEER _EISHT 20D AW TOE#HRE W]
LT HIEEHME Lo MEFL LTOEMMEZ R CERT L PREMOREZ 3L E R E L,
TA=AR - TN—=T - A I Ca—&fro7 f3bNz&ifikid, SCATZHWTo&1iT-72,
ZORHK 3HOREBEOEMEDORR L, TNTHOREZFICL Y R "HMEE 552 L
BYLNI ol T2, MEBOTN L TORBRPAGE~OWR TH 5 AL L. REFEEKIC
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Abstract

The study aims to elucidate the awareness of nursery teachers in the settings of early childhood education,
regarding their perception of professionalism and their efforts to improve such professionalism. Focus group
interviews were conducted with three mid- to late mid-career nursery teachers who were highly aware of their
professionalism as caregivers. The verbatim transcripts of the interviews were analyzed using the Steps for
Coding and Theorization.

Results indicated that each nursery teacher had a different view of expertise in their field. In addition, their
professionalism involved their sense of humanity, that is, previous experiences and attitude toward life. The
findings suggest that issues and uncertainties in nursing practice can be resolved through self-creation and self-
solving.

To improve professionalism, it should be noted that the learning methods of nursery teachers are different and
diverse from one another, and learning occurs through the early childhood education and care culture that
connects the individual issues of workers. Furthermore, constructing an organic training method that considers
the characteristics of nursery teachers and their self-development, using flexible thought processes in response to
individual learning methods, is necessary.

Key words
early childhood education and care, nursery teachers, professionals, capacity building, focus group interview
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Early childhood care and education: Evaluating the documentation of
the “expeditionary party,” a community activity, at a daycare center

Rie Kitahara? Yuki Saito? Hiroaki Nakano? Takamasa Asada?

1) TOYOOKA VILLAGE TOYOOKA VILLAGE DAY-CARE CENTER
2) NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY, FACULTY OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY,
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE
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Abstract

This study examined the effectiveness of using documentation to share visualized experiential team activities
with parents and the significance of this method in early childhood education and care practice.
Data from an open-ended survey of parents were analyzed using KH Coder, and different categories were
extracted; these included “promotion of communication and rediscovery of Toyooka Village,” “interest in the
richness of nature,” “interest in the school s own experience,” “recognition of community resources,” “meaningful
experiences, and “understanding life and childcare content.” The study results revealed that documenting this
practice contributed to parental support for childcare; moreover, the use of documentation in early childhood
education and care is an important element in the sharing of visual experiences among caregivers and between
caregivers and parents. The study results also suggested that this practice promoted the development of nursery
teachers in the region and led to greater openness between teachers and parents. Future research should
consider regional characteristics and requirements for quality improvement through mutual early childhood
education and care practices.

Key words

documentation, documents and records in preschool education, Visualization of preschool education, child care
support for families
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Designing Time and Space in Media Education Practices for Students
with Learning Difficulties
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Abstract

There is a widespread movement across Japan to build "places of learning” for intellectually and mentally
disabled children after they have graduated from late secondary education by using the welfare system as a third
option. However, previous studies have failed to scrutinize the teaching content of these "places of learning."
Therefore, in this study, we reference McLuhan's media theory to examine media education practices in the
"places of learning" of Shalom College and Minnano College of Liberal Arts. This study also explores the
appropriate design of optimized time and space, particularly for people with intellectual and developmental
(mental) disabilities. The keywords are "act of communication," "simultaneity, and "remote learning using media."
Media education is designed to keep people with intellectual and developmental (mental) disabilities from
becoming vulnerable to information. In the "places of learning" of Shalom College and Minnano College of Liberal
Arts, the goal is to use media to extend the human functions, as defined by McLuhan. Therefore, this research
provides a case study of such educational practices.

Key words
Media Education for Disabled People, Extension of Man, Simultaneity, Marshall McLuhan, Remote Learning
Using Media
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