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An Analysis of Five-Year-Old Children’s Ability to Sing Japanese
Children’s Songs from Short-Term Memory II : Notes and tone intervals
sung by the children vs. correct fundamental frequencies
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ex-NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY FACULTY OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to elucidate some characteristics of 5-year-old children’s ability to
reproduce Japanese children’s songs (Warabe-uta) from short-term memory, especially with respect to the
accuracy of the notes and tone intervals they sang, as compared to the correct fundamental frequencies.

As a result of these comparisons, the following was discovered:

1. Where the melody contained intervals of a whole tone or more, the children sometimes mistakenly
sang these intervals as two notes of the same pitch instead.

2. After finishing one word cluster and beginning a second word cluster, they often started singing the
first note of this second cluster either at the same pitch as the last note of the previous cluster, or a
whole tone above this last note of the previous cluster.

3. One characteristic of warabe-uta songs is that they often end with a falling whole tone followed by a
rising whole tone ( D— C—D, for example), and previous studies had suggested that this
characteristic ending may help children sing the final note of the song accurately. However, in the
present study, even though almost all the children first sang the falling whole tone accurately, only
around 60% of them correctly reproduced the subsequent whole-tone rise to the final note, which
may have been due to interference from the natural accent of the words as they would have been
spoken.

4. The children adapted their singing to the words and actions of song, sometimes modifying the notes
and singing style to suit these non-melodic elements. It therefore again seemed that their singing
was generally influenced by the phonology of the spoken Japanese Lanuage.

Key words
traditional Japanese children’s songs, warabe-uta, five-year-old children, singing from short-term
memory, fundamental frequency, interval, Japanese phonology,
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Abstract

This study aimed to elucidate the psychological process of overcoming crises by yogo teachers. On eight
yogo teachers of A city who have experienced crises in the past, we conducted semi-structured
interviews. As a result of analyzing the content of the interviews, using the modified grounded theory
approach; seven categories and eighteen perspectives were extracted.

Yogo teachers would fall in crises by feeling [wobble of existence as a yogo teacher], and although they
would try to make a [positive backdown] tentatively, they would retain the [uncompromising desires to
accomplish their duties] Then, by getting energy from people around them such as their children or
colleagues, they would search for “cooperators” to [find a clue to solve the problem], and would find

“solutions through trial and error’ and carry out ‘strategies of assessment and deliberation” .
Eventually, yogo teachers got a “regained confidence” will proceed to [before again]. Those yogo
teachers who have gone through crises were [aware of their own growths].
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Continuity between MEXT s New Courses of Study for
Kindergarten and Elementary Schools: From “Language” to “Japanese”

Rumi Harada
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Abstract

In 2017, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) released its new
Course of Study for Kindergarten (CSK) and new Course of Study for Elementary Schools (CSES), with
revisions principally being having been made in three areas: “knowledge & ability” , “thought &
judgment & expressiveness’ and “energy for learning & personal development” .
Close inspection of the “Purpose” in the new CSK s section on “Childcare Content (Language)’ , and
the “Goal” in the new CSES' s section on Japanese Language Education (JLE), reveals that although the
latter has undergone extensive revision, the former has remained unchanged. The purpose of this paper
is therefore to evaluate the amount and kind of continuity which can still be said to exist between these
two sections (especially as reflected in the wording of these two sections) when one attempts to read
them in the light of the overall intent and goals of these 2017 revisions. Our conclusion is that although the
content of the “Purpose” in the new CSK' s section on “Childcare Content (Language)’ does not
particularly follow a conceptual framework describing which kinds of knowledge and abilities should be
developed in kindergartners, it nevertheless displays considerable continuity with the “Goal” given in the
new CSES' s section on JLE.

Key words
course of study for elementary schools, course of study for kindergarten, childcare content (language),
nursery school guidelines, centre for early childhood education and care guidelines
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