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Reconstruction of the “Welfare Community” Concept Informed by the

Principal Aspects of Social Relationships
: A Critical Examination of Shigeo Okamura’s Chiiki fukushi-ron (1974)

Takehiko Hirakawa
NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY FACULTY OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE
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Abstract

This paper undertakes a theoretical discussion of Shigeo Okamura's Chiiki fukushi-ron (“Theory of
Community-based Welfare,” published 1974) with the aim of clarifying the challenges inherent in one of
the theory's key concepts, namely that of the “Welfare Community.” Although not so as to radically upset
its claims, the conceptual definition and deployment of the Welfare Community has been accompanied by
the recognition of certain “fluctuations” in its fundamental logic. Informed by a specifically social-welfare
perspective and reconstructed based on subjective and individual principles, the Welfare Community
concept can encompass possibilities for local communities in everyday life and the overall social context
by focusing on the life challenges faced by specific individuals. In contemporary society, which is growing
ever more diverse, complex, and all-encompassing, the Welfare Community concept represents an
mtelligent tool that enables individuals to lead lives of convention amidst diversity. For anyone to be able
to master the use of this tool is both the aim of the Welfare Community concept and a future challenge
for local communities.
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Various Retellings of a Traditional Tale Found in Japanese
Linguistic Culture (Part 2)

: the Inaba no Shiro Usagi Tale in Elementary-School Textbooks Published
by Tokyo Shoseki

Rumi Harada
NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY FACULTY OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE

2E
20154F 2 & 0 il S T B WRGEFETEAT O /N 2 4R A F IR R BB IS S T v b
[WRIEOH) X o, CEFEmE LTOREIZOWT, Mo 070 o i, flikt51To
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Abstract

This paper analyzes the literary and narrative characteristics of the retelling of the Inaba-no-Shiro-
Usagi story contained in second-grade elementary-school Japanese language-education textbooks
published by Tokyo Shoseki, and compares this retelling with other versions in similar textbooks used in
Japanese elementary schools, including a previous retelling by the same author published by
Hikarinokuni.

Analysis revealed that the story had been retold so as to focus on O-Kuni-Nushi as the tale’ s main
protagonist. With little time spent describing the personalities, motivations and feelings of the story s
characters, this version instead simply gives each major event as the story progresses. However, one
characteristic of this retelling is that it includes the prophecy given by the rabbit to O-Kuni-Nushi, and the
relationship between these two therefore does not wind up simply being portrayed as “a fool needing
help” and “the hero saving him.”

Compared with alternate retellings of the Inaba-no-Shiro-Usagi story in other textbooks, the Tokyo
Shoseki version offers a more straightforward retelling of the original tale, thereby conveying the mood
and spirit of the Kojiki original.

Key words
retellings, Inaba no Shiro Usagi, Kojiki, Records of Ancient Matters, traditional linguistic culture,
Japanese language teaching in elementary school
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The Current Status of Childcare Leave-taking and Childrearing by
Male Nurses, and Factors Promoting Their Taking of Childcare Leave

Sayaka Kojima
NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY FACULTY OF NURSING DEPARTMENT OF NURSING
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Abstract

An anonymous self-administered questionnaire survey was conducted, on 154 male nurses with
children between 0 and 12 years of age, concerning the status of their childcare leave-taking and
childrearing, as well as factors promoting the taking of childcare leave. The survey revealed the following
facts.
1. Thirteen male nurses (84%) had taken childcare leave, with roughly half taking less than one month of
leave. Respondents™ reasons for leave-taking included reducing the burden on their wives and/or care of
their new born or older children.
2. To encourage male nurses to take childcare leave, it is necessary to promote a positive attitude towards
such leave, and to provide a working environment that allows childcare leave-takers to return to the
same position in the workplace after their leave.
3. Disincentives for childcare leave-taking included the environment or atmosphere of their workplace,
economic factors, work demands, objections from those around them, and insufficient understanding and
poor public recognition of the childcare leave system.
4. The average length of time spent by male nurses in childrearing was 22 hours a day, and this time
tended to increase with lower youngest-child age and/or lesser gender role awareness.
5. In order for male nurses to achieve a desired balance between work and childrearing, a work climate is
required in which workers respect each other's notions of work and lifestyle, and both their income and
alternative staffing during childcare leave are properly ensured.

Key words
Male nurse, childcare leave, childrearing, work-life balance, gender role awareness
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Abstract

This study describes the design and practice of job assistance at café H. Job assistance is based on
community strength and assists mentally-disturbed individuals who want jobs. Specifically, we considered
how job assistance is utilized to support these individuals. We found that to optimize the use of the many
volunteers who live in the K station community is to optimize for nonprofit organization to manage café
H on the economic front. In this study, we avoid absolutely defining strength. We attempt to describe the
design that supports the available mentally-disturbed individuals who want jobs, which generates

something good for them.

Key words
Community Strength, Job Assistance, Design, Café, Ethnography
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Nurses’ recognition of the factors that affect the team approach used
to provide rehabilitation care to acute phase stroke patients
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Abstract
In this study we looked at the team approach taken to provide rehabilitation care, whereby nurses,
physical therapists, and occupational therapists work together to support acute phase stroke patients to
regain their independence and improve their performance of activities of daily living (ADL). The aim of
the research was to clarify the factors affecting the team approach from nurses’ perspective. Ten nurses
who are engaged in acute phase stroke rehabilitation took part in semi-structured interviews regarding
collaboration between nurses, physical therapists, and occupational therapists. The results were analyzed
using a qualitative synthesis method (K] method). It was found that collaboration was promoted by
“ensuring achievement of the team objective by fulfilling professional duties and reaching a cooperative
relationship,” based on “providing support to stabilize the medical condition,” “demonstrating empathetic
understanding and providing support to patients with paralysis, aphasia, or other disabilities” and
“providing support in prioritizing patient s physical and mental security,” and that nurses recognition
of the factors that affect the team approach included “selecting appropriate methods to ensure smooth
information-sharing,” “reaching consensus in decision making based on proactive suggestions’ and
“coordinating work and providing support of ADL." The findings suggested that information-sharing
and consensus in decision making between the different professions are important factors to fulfill
professional duties of each profession and to promote the cooperative relationship.

Key words
stroke, acute phase, nurses, rehabilitation, team approach
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