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Educational Effects of Traditional Japanese Children’s Songs (Warabe-Uta) in Preschool
: Analyses of Results from a Questionnaire Given to Classroom Teachers, and from
Observation of Children Enjoying These Songs.

Yuko Watanabe
NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY

g5

DOR)TPREIZBNTED L) RRRLFFOOD, 4RO 5RO LR 2 ORET
FEIEL, BN, HAREDY ZLRT 7y MO, Fefks, MKz 25508 L
720 720 TENENDO T 7 AHEADT =1 XD, DOHR)ZZORERA A—=TIZDONWTH
Lo TORE DORILZGHAFED) AL T7 7y M EEEIBEBRL TV, HIC
HARFEORBICHEIIE > TWDHDOTIE R, HfizEohis, FEEDLEZEEDITL
Bz BB 5 2 e Db hr ol HET V7 — MZBW TR, NI, b5 0%
REBOTHWDLEDOD, L LAV LW EEDERDH 720 5HIF. ORI 22 RNITHEE
WZEPTHEOBH P ETHDLEEZ b,

F—T—R
b5 2, WO FRGH. OAFEOY XA, TE b

Abstract

The educational effects of teaching traditional Japanese children’s songs (warabe-uta) were
observed and analyzed at four different preschools, where the children were five and six years old.
Analyses were made of sound spectrograms of these songs, of the relationship of these songs to
particular rhythms and accents in the Japanese language, of their melodic structure, as well as of
their ability to develop the children’s sense of rhythm. Classroom teachers’ responses to a
questionnaire were also analyzed, in order to discern what results these teachers hoped to achieve
with these songs.

Our analyses revealed that the songs were deeply related to rhythms and accents in Japanese,
and that they not only reflect such naturally-occurring characteristics of the Japanese language,
but also contain in their simple structures various elements which make them particularly
attractive to children. The questionnaire responses revealed that teachers generally expected the
songs to be educationally effective, but on the other hand, some respondents did not feel very
comfortable using them. It seems further research will be necessary, in order to develop techniques
designed to take fuller advantage of the educational potential of these songs.

Key words
traditional Japanese children’s songs, warabe-uta, child play, sound spectogram, Japanese
rhythm, Japanese accent
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Effects of Reading Guidance in the First-Year Training for Nursing
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the effects of reading guidance that was undertaken as an
organizational initiative in the first-year training to nursing students.

Based on pre-guidance factor analysis on 28 items listed in a reading method check sheet, five
key factors were selected: detailed comprehension, overall comprehension, recognition of structure
of content, comprehension through stages, and comprehension using imagination. Following
guidance, scores in lower parameters improved significantly for all factors. Fourteen categories
were identified from descriptions by students on inspiring aspects, and these categories
corresponded to the five factors above. Descriptions by students on useful aspects were also
analyzed, and eight sub-categories were identified, which were grouped into four categories: skill
enhancement, changes in the recognition of reading, practice and utilization, and delight. Students
were able to recognize the resonance of reading through questions for deeper comprehension, and
through materials that enabled comparison between different perspectives under the same theme.
They could also achieve meta-recognition on correct reading through the experience of self-
evaluating the reading method.

Key words

First-year training, nursing students, reading guidance
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Study of Structure of Disaster Social Work

-Interview with Medical Social Workers in Fukushima Prefecture-

Osamu Miura
NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY
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Abstract

This study attempted to gain a structured understanding of the social work done by disaster
relief workers in areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake. The subjects were four
medical social workers living in Fukushima prefecture, and a qualitative synthesis method was
used in analyzing their responses during semi-structured interviews. Employees of medical
organizations in Fukushima, the subjects were involved in disaster relief operations immediately
after the earthquake. In addition to their regular full-time professional work, they also belonged to
six other volunteer organizations, in both professional consulting and support capacities. They
discovered during this relief work that a disparity of viewpoints and methods existed with respect
to the work being provided, and that policy differences most prominently arose among their fellow
professionals during times of interdisciplinary collaboration.
The issue also arose of a need for support for the support workers themselves, and also of what
social workers could do to prepare for similar future disasters. The subjects found themselves
dealing with a difficult, complicated situation requiring long-term relief work, due to the problems
inherent to the Fukushima area.
The primary issues the subjects faced during their relief efforts consisted therefore of (1)
differences between various professional disciplines with respect to their policies for providing
relief work, (2) inadequate support systems for the relief workers themselves, and (3) the negative
impact of vertical administrative governmental structures below the prefectural level.

Key words
Fukushima prefetcure, medical social worker, interview, qualitative synthesis method,
structure of disaster social work
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Abstract

The theme of this research was to hold a training course for instructors and childcare workers
using graphic facilitation, to analyze the educative effectiveness of the class by means of a
questionnaire, and make appropriate adjustments. From the results, we learned that a majority of
students taking part in the discussion responded positively to the use of graphic facilitation.
Furthermore, the results suggested that the class also stimulated students' cognition and
comprehensive abilities, as well as encouraged creative thinking and confident self-expression.
Through the implementation of teacher and childcare worker training courses using graphic
facilitation, and the tangible sense of learning instilled in students, this workshop-style training
has the potential to gain awareness and popularity in schools and various other facilities.

Key words

educational facilitation, graphic facilitation, teacher training, childcare workers training,
workshop
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Relationship between Companies and Families of Employees with
Disabilities as Unique Domain on Employment of Disabled People

Takahiro Sato, Daigoro Ebita, Ryuko Fujise
NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to consider the relationship between companies and the families of
disabled people in employment. In this study, we had an understanding and cooperative research
relationship with two companies. We consider a unique domain in the employment of the
disabled: the relationship between companies and the families of employees with disabilities.
Specifically, we describe how two types of support systems in the family are constructed. One
system is concerned with daily life support and health care support of an instructional and tutorial
nature. The other is concerned with advocacy for the rights of the intellectually disabled to fair
employment conditions. The exceptional contract for less than the minimum wage is paid special
attention. We bring out two conflicting design orientations to maximize the ability of people with
disabilities to enjoy their rights and to achieve social independence.

Key words
employment of disabled people, relationship between companies and families of employees
with disabilities, the rights advocacy of the intellectually disabled, exceptional contract for less
than the minimum wage, control the rhythm of daily life and health care
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