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“The Community” as a Desirable Form of Local Social Organization
: From the Perspective of Cleaning Up the “Negative Legacies” of the Past

Takehiko Hirakawa
NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY
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Abstract

By examining the leading studies on the ideal forms of local social organization published since
1945, the author demonstrates that a concept of “community” unique to Japanese society has been
introduced. “Desirable forms of local social organization” are distinct from the chonaikai that
continued the “negative legacies” of the wartime cooperatives and the outdated pre-modern
organization. To solve various problems in contemporary society, a positive model of local social
organization is presented. The community in modern Japanese society is “a desirable form of local
social organization.” However, when residents with universal values and attitudes do not become
actively engaged, a community can turn into an “undesirable form of local social organization” that
deprives people of their personal freedom. Communities can be formed and maintained only
within the context of a constant tension with the negative legacies left by older forms of the
chonaikai. A thorough examination and study of “communities” as desirable forms of local
organization must be conducted in today’s context by focusing on for whom, how, and in what way
they should be organized.
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community, chonaikai, negative legacies
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Factors Affecting the Practice of Obesity Care by Psychiatric Nurses
Masako Saito, Mamoru Naito
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Abstract

In this study, a quantitative survey of 147 nurses working in psychiatric hospitals in “A”
Prefecture was carried out in order to clarify the factors affecting the practice of obesity care. A
scale was compiled to measure these nurses' awareness of obesity care, their awareness as
psychiatric nurses and their awareness of the need for physical control. The nurses' autonomy was
also measured using the autonomy measurement scale devised by Kikuchi and Harada (1997). The
analysis procedure was as follows : scaling was carried out on the basis of factor analysis
(maximum likelihood method and promax rotation) while the discussion of factors affecting
practical obesity care was based on covariance structure analysis. As a result, the model
supported only “psychiatric nurse orientation,” an awareness-related factor, as directly affecting
“practical obesity care.” The fact that nurses' autonomy apparently had no direct effect suggests
that this may have something to do with the position of obesity care within psychiatric nursing.
Furthermore, there seems to be a need for an approach that enhances “psychiatric nurse
orientation.”

Key words

psychiatric nurses, practical obesity care, psychiatric nurse orientation
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Awareness of Nursing Workers on Violence in Hospitals and the
Framework of Measures Dealing with These Cases

Yukiko Wada
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Abstract

This report is aimed at studying the awareness and frameworks of countermeasures
implemented by nursing workers in regards to violence in a broad sense, including abusive
language and harassment, and to investigate the strategies for improvement in an organization.
The study was conducted by sending a questionnaire to 200 nursing workers at two general
hospitals. The retrieval rate was 70.0%, and the rate of effective response was 46.5%.

The study results clarified the following four points: (1) If the staff is subject to violence from
patients or their families, their recognition and response to this violence is dependent on whether
accompanied by an extraordinary and physical impact; (2) If violence from patients or their
families involves sexual behavior, factors other than as stated in (1) will affect the response deeply;
(3) To avoid victims of violence becoming silent, the work environment must be established to
respect the safety and dignity of the nursing workers , and a uniform standards and a system for
identifying violence must be enforced as an organization to supplement and monitor the
tendencies discovered in the results of this study; and (4) If medical staff such as a nurse or doctor
uses violence on other medical staff, the quality of response differs from (1) and (2), and further
investigation of the details and related factors is required.

Key words
verbal abuse, violence, harassment, awareness and measures taken by nursing workers
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Educational Effect by Using Simulated Patient in Basic Nursing Education :
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Abstract

The objective of the present study was to compare the learning content and responses of nursing
students in “practice on oral health care” that used simulated patients (SP) with those of a previous
study, and to investigate the educational effect of the practice. The results of a questionnaire survey
conducted on 64 nursing students indicated that students were strongly influenced by the feedback
they received from SP through care, the responses of SP during provision of assistance, and the
presence of SP itself. Qualitative analysis of free response items also showed that interactions with
SP resulted in “intrinsic motivation” and “recognition of the need to understand others”.

In addition, no significant differences were observed in learning effects between students with
and without learning experience in nursing. This finding was attributed to the fact that the practice
program was designed to prevent differences in learning effects by learning experience.

However, at the personal level, “negative responses regarding practice using SP” were also
observed. These findings indicate the need for careful selection of educational contents and
creation of more effective programs in the use of SP, which exerts strong effects both positively and
negatively and influences learning effects.

Key words
simulated patient, basic nursing education, education effect
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the factors related to the self-care behavior of elderly
outpatients aged 75 years and older who are treated for chronic diseases. Semi-structured
interviews were conducted with elderly patients aged 75 years and older at diabetes and dialysis
outpatient clinics, namely, 7 patients with type 2 diabetes and 7 patients with chronic renal failure.
The results, analyzed by the KJ method, revealed that self-care behavior was influenced by the
integration of 4 factors: motivation and enjoyment of life, support from family and people close to
the elderly, creative efforts to maintain the lifestyle, and an understanding of the disease and its
treatment. While “motivation and enjoyment of life” was the most important emotional support
for elderly outpatients aged 75 years and older who are treated for chronic diseases and practice
self-care, it was also found that self-care behavior was enhanced by “support from family and
people close to the elderly” and the ability to apply “an understanding of the disease and its
treatment” in daily life, such as making “creative efforts to maintain the lifestyle” suited to them.

Key words

outpatients, chronic diseases, 75 years and older, self-care, KJ method
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Factors Affecting Learning Ability and Views of Learning in
Arithmetic and Math Lessons
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Abstract

The objective of this study was to clarify the factors affecting academic ability and views of
learning in arithmetic and math lessons. Question items were compiled on the basis of the results
of interviews with university students and between July 2008 and December 2009, 576 students
from three universities were asked to complete a written questionnaire. After excluding data with
missing values, the number of samples was taken to be 485, and these were analyzed by means of
covariance structure analysis.

Results showed that where arithmetic and math lessons were concerned, providing “lessons
suited to children,” would increase the “desire to learn” and “learning ability” and “views of
learning” would also be affected. In addition, a strong correlation was found between “creative
arrangement of teaching materials” and “lessons suited to children” and this also influenced “views
of learning.” The big difference between arithmetic and math lessons was that in arithmetic
“learning together” was shown to be the construct concept whereas this was not shown to be the
case in math.

Key words

arithmetic, mathematics, ability, views of learning
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Symptoms of Poor Blood Circulation in Young People of Both
Male and Female
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Abstract

A questionnaire was used to obtain data from 851 university and high-school students(241
males and 610 females) in May and June, 2009,with respect to physical symptoms reflecting poor
blood circulation( PBC ). In general, such symptoms were more frequently reported by females
than males, but in this study no statistically-significant difference with respect to gender was
found. As for the symptoms reported, the most frequent included feelings of coldness in the
extremities, especially the fingertips and tips of the toes, but also in the heels and palms. Such
symptoms were reported as most noticeable in the evening before going to bed, and this
discomfort tended to impede the ability of the respondents to fall asleep, resulting in shorter sleep
times. Significantly more respondents who reported 6 or more general complaints (such as stiff
shoulders and feelings of dizziness upon standing up too quickly) also reported being aware of the
fact that they had PBC, as compared to the respondents reporting 5 or fewer such complaints. No
statistical difference was noted between menstrual cycle and/or body mass index and PBC related
symptoms. The most popular remedy used was the wearing socks, which was reported to offer a
temporary but effective alleviation of PBC-related symptoms.

Key words
symptoms of poor blood circulation, young people, body part, circadian variation
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The Role of Nurse Managers in End-of-Life Care in Geriatric Health Service Facilities

-Based on an Analysis of Their Perceptions of End-of-Life Care, of How to Solve Their
Misgivings About It and of Ways of Dealing With It-
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Abstract

In order to deduce the role of nurse managers in end-of-life care at Geriatric Health Service
Facilities, semi-structural interviews were conducted with nurse managers and nurse at three
facilities which had different characteristics and which began to tackle end-of-life care at different
periods. An analysis was made of these managers' perceptions of end-of-life care and their ways of
tackling it, and of aspects about which they felt misgivings and how they set about finding
solutions to these.

Nurse managers in Geriatric Health Service Facilities performed different roles depending on
the characteristics of the facilities and their experience and perceptions of end-of-life care. There
is a need for managers to perceive such influences and go beyond the differences in order to build a
mechanism that enables elderly persons and families to make decisions; to adjust the balance
between symptom relief procedures and elderly patients' suffering; to liaise among doctors, other
personnel and families in order to emphasize daily life; and to provide education essential for
improving care-givers' ability at liaison.

Key words
geriatric health services facilities, nurse managers, end-of-life care, role
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Hospital Staff’s Job Satisfaction and the Effecting Factors
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B E OB L, FEESWER. WSO AR X OB ER N4 252 L T,
BB BT A EREZ YW SN T 72007 ¥ — MERER L 72 W ITHIRO P
BeCTh A 1t CE T 5 SMES0H TH 5. ARIMELII6374 (876%) Th -7z, FhAidik
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Abstract

Purpose: What factors cause job satisfaction as a hospital worker? Questionnaires were
distributed to all eight hundred workers in the hospital ( 87.6% participants in the questionnaire).
Questionnaires contained the following items: job satisfaction, motivation to participate in hospital
management, human relationship in a work environment and finally, a sense of duty in the
hospital.

Results : The highest occupation of job satisfaction was medical doctors, while, the lowest
satisfaction was among clerks. Nurses were fifth out of ten groups. Concerning the good effect to
job satisfaction, medical doctors and medical technicians were recognized for their independent
work. Meanwhile, nurses were recognized for their proper relationships with their supervisors. The
clerks desired a healthy working relationship. While most groups did not exhibit much motivation
to participate in management policy, nurses displayed an interest. Also, nurses displayed an
interest in creating an ideal management system.

Conclusion: In conclusion, only nurses exhibited an interest in management policy as well as
creating an ideal management. They wanted to work with management until an ideal situation has
been created. Also, important to note is the satisfaction level displayed by nurses in general. All
other groups displayed different variations of satisfaction.

Key words
hospital staff, job satisfaction, effecting factors, management participation
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Study of Questioning Urged by Caring for Ideas
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Abstract
This paper aims to clarify questioning urged by caring for ideas.
Nel Noddings advocates a caring education modeled on the universal curriculum. This

”, «

curriculum consists of “caring for self’; “caring in the inner circle”; “caring for strangers and
distant others”; “caring for animals, plants, and the earth”; “caring for the human-made world”;
and “caring for ideas.” The study of caring education extends from human beings to ideas.
Noddings illustrated the curriculum of caring education; however, she does not illustrate Lesson
Study (Jugyou Kenkyuu). Thus, I conducted a study on questioning urged by caring for ideas,

using Fuyue Anzai’s “Haru (Spring)” as teaching material.

Key words

Nel Noddings, universal curriculum, caring for ideas, educative caring, questioning
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